ﬁcz'dént 5;1 The %ﬁer}won

%ﬁer a mz't[(ﬁf}/ nap, an ofd man with an enormous beard. thpfef out (?]p a Jguafz'c[ apartment
5uiftﬁnj in the eastern district and tested the weather with kis nostrifs. % seemed to approve (?]p
it ﬁ:}/ whatever criteria he used, and nodded Fis kead twice to no one in Joarticufar. ;%:m[ W/t:}/ not
approve ij such weather T Jhe sun shone above a szjﬁt band OJp clouds and the wind stirred onfy
jentfy.

fncoungec[, the ofd man stepped ﬁom the Jz'njfe stair at the door (yp the ﬁuifcﬁ'nj and onto
the sidewalk, fic;@nj fiis fszJ c30071 fie whistled an aimfess tune, such as ofd men whistle not o:n[y
when t/cger}/ are alone, but also whenever their tﬁoujﬁw Stir in such a way as to J'ecyaarcﬁ'ze but not
Yuz'te t[e&tro] thetr mental eguz’fiﬁrium, to whick t/t%y cfz'nj with Jour&etf fzc'jw, as 1t were.

;iz,& ff:vr the content ojp this Joartz'cufar ofdman's t/ldouj/ftw and the vafi(ﬁ'é}/ of‘ their threat
tyaz'nst hits well ﬁez'nj, such issues are diﬁchft to untanjfe. ?or one t/zdinj, the oJd man /ﬁ'm.}ef]p
reststed their exploration, attempting insteadto drown them beneath the Jabored caccyo/fony (gp his
music. %nz[ in af faz'rne&&, he was not muck aided’ b:}/ his d;ﬁclcufty in Waf@nj, which actiw'gl
taxed both his respiration and’ imagination, as zf‘ mererfy to Joface fits féet correct/jl with the
requirec[ ﬁeyuemfy was somethin g (yp a continual masterpiece fér the ofd ' man, and so Juffla’ent in

its own ”:ﬂ/;t and’ unfz'('e(f}/ to permit more.
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The second obstacle before the ofdman's state of mind was the speeding sedan in the
distance that hit the o/d'man as he meanderedinto the street and stopped there unexpectedly to
shake an angry fist at the sedan, of all things. Tt that time, the sedan was noteworthy more for its
noise than its physical presence, and the o/ man, who was Joss deaf than blind, was distracted’
Jrom making any forward progress. Instead; ke stopped'in kis eternal tracks and craned is neck.
squinting into the distance. Jhere, despite his mycpia, he found encugh cause apparently in the
obnoxious and escalating groan of pistons and cylinders to mutter a, from the point of view of
history of words, rich string of expletives, only the first of which he himself heard, the rest being
Jost beneath the approack of the monster.

s that development enly heightened the o/ man's anger en an otherwise peacefiul
afterncon, he raised his fist into the air and shook it with impressive self-rightecusness. Jhe
sedan swerved to avoid kim, but he was charging it, ke who did not walk well nor move at aff
guickly! Jhat exact ene first assaulted and then at kigher speed rebounded from the radiator griff
of the sedan, the whele time waving his fist and squinting from blindness, yes, but also from an
obvious rage that kaunted its witnesses.

These included, first of all, the sedan's young driver, who did'not emerge from the car very

promptly, but rather clutched the steering wheel with one gloved hand, while using the other, asif

conﬁunt[et[ b:y time, to Jean on the horn, when at this  point the action seemed Jeast uagfuf to
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anyene. Jn response, the second witness, amidille-aged woman in an apron, drepped ker small bag
of groceries and trotted not to the ofdman's side, hut directly to the sedan, where she motioned with
fier Fandss to stop honking. Fowever, her choice of gestures for this purpose, a Jone index finger
dragged slowly across an exposed throat, impacted the agent of the honking very poorly, and ke
threw up on his own hands.

o success arrives by serendipity and'the driver konked no more. Jnstead; ke Jeapt from
the car and; without much thinking, wiped Fis hands on the woman's cloan apron. s the young
man's hands were filthy in an unusual and therough and; it turns out, alse figurative manner, ke
spent abundant time at his present hygiene untif finally the middle-aged woman raised her eyes in
combined consternation and furtive pleasure, and hor mouth drifted open. Tor amement, she was
entirely undone. Jhen, regaining her will, she scooped the apron from underneath and assisted the
young man in his further efforts to do whatever it was exactly he was deing. Jheir cooperation
was of one mind, finked at the eyeballs.

The third witness did not see this exchange, and'may perkaps have unintentionally
encouragedit by kimself so swifily attending to the efdman, whe was fadly hroken. e fay on Fis
side with one arm extended forward and’the other bent strangely behkind fiim fike a defunct
umbifical cord. The third witness immediately, but gently, skifted the o/dman's weight from this

z'nc]'ur:}/ and, Erouj/ldt liim onto his back, where he fay without consciousness. eﬁegoite that state, the
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third witness poured cool water first on the ofd man's scraped forehead; rinsing away gravel, then
also down his deficate throat, so that the of/dman, miraculously, could be seen fightly to swallow
and accept the assistance.

Suddenty, ke opened fis eyes. Te was alone in the gutter, whife together two strangers
seemedto be folding a small tablecloth or bed sheet. Jhe oJd man closed kis eyes and groaned at his
fate, which defied comprehiension. Fe ahnost faughed: Lut was it really so senseless that fe, as
the clearest victim in the affuir, found Fimself entirely estranged by the experience ! Fad the ol
man considered it, he might probably have concluded that element to be standard, perhaps entirely
without surprise for Fim. Ftfter aff, e was already an ofd'man, well adivanced'into years whose
timber, through simple and inexorabile kuman difapidation, no Jonger Finged upon the sense
Jaculties, were not able to now. Jhe ofdman couldtake nothing for granted anymere.

Yet fiis mind reeled at the recognition that suddenly, upen waking up in the strect in
Sormidabte disrepair, ke felt younger in both is body and spirit than ever before in his fife. FHow
could anyone explain that turn of events, feast of all the ofdman, if enfy to imself? Ne one
could:. Nor could they clarify for him why riding in the ambulance, ameng all the choreographed
attentions and ministrations of the paramedics, his mind of fered a fleeting clarity as great in
magnitude as any confusion in his fife, and'that during that clear patch e experienced a peace so

convincing as to Jouff fiim w‘z’ffz’njf}/ f}om fis ﬁodj/.
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When ke returnedto it fully, ke did not wonder at these odiities. Jhey did not bear a
nestalgia conducive to that attitude or really kave any nestalgia about them at aff. On the
contrary, they simply were. Meanwhile, the o/man's confiusions were not. That is, they could
net be said either to exist or not to exist, as if instead they did not apply, and had'in fact semehow
applied Jately beyond their rightfil term, and so overstayed their welcome in a very sinister way.
Fn truth, the ofd man did not Know what to think, and for the first time was comfortable with that
predicament, seeing it as semething bosides a predicament for a change, anyway. T fay in his
hosprital bed three months with a fractured arm and hip that never completely healed; as often
Kappens in such cases. Yot the ofd man was frequently comfortable, and'never ence whistled,

e,xce;pt Jaer/fzgw at a nurse or tweo.
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