y/fe Ia&t tfour[

ﬁecau&e the Jaofar bear was cra.zy, fe did not tﬂng 7t out v.?f the orc[i'nare}/ fér a jreat surge (?f
water, ﬁr 7o jootf reason at aff, to ]%oc[ fits moderate habitat and. fzﬁ fiim J@Wﬂr(l: up to the
cJouds ke knew onfy as ﬁjmenm fér his z'ngz'natz'on. % rode the Jurjyrz’&e current with carefess
abandon, tak;'nj it comJofetefy ﬁr jrantecl: because, again, ]%r fiim, a Jaofar bear who was crazy, the
ride was not remarkable—mnot in the sense that ke ouj/ft instead (?f rz't[z'nj it, to remark over it.

The my&terz'ou& waters were a clée:fa shade qf blue, fike jfacz'af runoff in the arctic, where
the Jk:}/ z'tJe!]T 7S ﬁo.ze:n in the ice. Jhe coldness o]p the /i'fuic[ made the Joofar bear ﬁef correct fér the
ﬁr&t time in his fz'fé, as zf‘ at Jast, in the quz'ck-ene([ beatin 1g of‘ fiis Joofar bear heart, ke could detect a
true r@t/fm ef}mc/z‘ronoua to nature. ?f; gareat[ fiis ﬁrgfdd‘“’«f wide, swatting in extgjeratezf slow
motion, Jtirﬁnj the ffzs’adnj element with all its tz'ny ice traces awhirf fike dist motes in ﬁuicf arr.

For the Jaofar bear this unsclicited swim was, in ﬁlct, Sike f?}/z'nj. 7;/’; soared up and up,
ﬁom fiis on('yz'naf(]aerc/; in the heat-bfistered weeds beside the moft@ concrete tumble blocks and”
Joiffar&, /71;7/;97‘ nto fuff view (»Jp the topmost tire on the J'eerz'njfy ant/tdrcyoommjo/fic junjfe  gym, as
zf jfz'mfainj Fits captor s fikeness one Jast time &#Evre reachin g @ ﬁnaf efevation which could on[y
be ﬁeecﬁ»m.

e polar bear stepped onto the first cloud with total confidence. Jt sagqged sliqhtly, but
The polar bear stepped onto the Joud with total confidence. Jt sagged shightly, b

accg;atef fiis fuff féru/arzf Wey/ft, Jtretc/fz'ny in response. ngﬁforinj cJouds rz('faffezf fike the
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surface of a Jake. The pelar bear stepped enward, from cne to the next, skaking the water from his
soaked white kide very vigorously, releasing what for men below on the street was called rain.

How can I find the Jast cloud 7 "the pofar boar wendered: He Jooked right and Joft with
_great extensions of kis neck, pausing in both directions. Jhere were clouds as far as his swimmer s
eyes could see. 't s one giant ocean, " ke concluded; pursing kis fips with an air of determination,

The sun rose and’the polar bear recognized'it as the Jast cloud; far in the distance, the
fierizon s front door. Fe began to fope ofFin that direction, Kicking off each traversed cloud with
fis bacK paws in such a way as to Jeave only foqqy shreds beliind Fim, fike a tattered welcome mat,
a slow Kaleidoscope of writhing white asps. He got closer and closer to the sun until it began to
glow in kis eyes.

Decause the polar bear was crazy, he didnot know when exactly ke steppedinto the sun,
only that here was the Jast cloud; and here ke was inside it. Jt was warmer than ke expected'it to
be, but the keat had a pleasing effect of moistening kim with kis own sweat, whick he mistook for
the coof waters that first fifted iim. Fe Jay down in a small pudille and Japped his tongue
fistlessly toward a shimmering reflection of itself. Tfe was self-conscious all of a sudden, aware
that polar bears don t sweat, but pant; that kis paws were not furry, hut hairy.

Thie polar boar stood up on fis rear ogs. e put fits hands on fis kips, assessing what

had’ /ﬁgajaene([, crz'tz'caf[y t/ﬁ'nfz’ny. ?ﬁ' scratched fits fead and’ ﬁejtm to pace the J/frz'nk-z'nj
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diameter (#' the evening sun. ?ﬂ féft the rays ([z'mz'm'es/fz'nj in z'ntenesz'f}/, saw the world weaving
shadows all around” it&e#.‘ %n unfamz'fz'ar action commenced in the Jmfar bear s b_oclj/.' incipient

shiverin 1g. ?fl; rtgfafet[ fiis thin arms around hits :mngec[ torso and Jet his teeth chatter an

tncantation reJuftz'nj in stars.
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